Warm-up Descriptions 

*Compilation of student submissions from the 2009 UNB TESL course ED*3561 - 2009FA_ED*3561*FR01A  (Instructor:  Dr. Paula Kristmanson)
Claudia Hooper‐

My warm up was one that would be used as an exercise in getting all the students in the class to line themselves up in alphabetical order by first names. Once this was done (and the students had learned about months of the year) they could be asked to line themselves up by birthday month.

Jeannine Beattie‐

My warm‐up was an affective activity, to get students to know each other and become comfortable with speaking in front of the class. The activity is to have everyone write something they like about themselves, or a characteristic about themselves, or anything positive on a slim piece of paper. Then, one by one the students go before the class and read what they wrote. After they read it, they stick both ends of their paper together to make a loop. The next student does the same, but connects his loop to the first one. In the end it creates a chain that can be used to decorate the class and show that all the students are linked in some way.

Donna Hoffman‐

My warm‐up was Alligator Pie. The object of this warm up is to use music or poetry with movement to get people out of their chairs, practice simple language, & have fun. The words in this poem can easily be changed by the class to make their own poem. For new language learners the new poem can be celebrated as writing their first English poem.

Caddie Xiu‐

My warm‐up was about a game I used in middle school ESL beginning level learners.

The game’s name is “who am I”. The game is easily explained to make students get into, which is to guess the spoken person’s “pretending” identity by only asking and answering yes‐or‐no questions. Besides, because the primary objective of doing this game is to practice the grammar of asking and answering yes‐or‐no questions, it is one of the requirements that students need to ask or answer in a full sentence with correct grammar. Moreover, students may improve speaking and listening abilities as well as logical thinking through the game. Of course, sharing English‐speaking countries’ culture is also a purpose of the game. Game “who am I” is very popular among my students, who are all eager to show their smartness while speaking in English.

Kara Haslam‐

The object is to solve the puzzle based on whether or not you can come. If you add an item that is not in the category, the person who initiates the game states, “No, I’m sorry you cannot come.” If you add an item to the list that is in the category, the response will be “Yes, you can come.” The game ends when one of the players guesses the category.

1. I’m going on a picnic and I’m bringing...

a. Ketchup

Answer ‐ condiments

2. I’m going camping and I’m bringing...

a. Shorts

Answer‐ clothing

3. I’m going to the beach and I’m bringing...

a. A bucket

Answer‐ beach toys

Corey Steeves‐

The name of the warm‐up activity that I chose is called “yesterday”. The way it works is that you get your class to split up into groups of 3 to 5. One person in the group then makes a simple statement in regards to something they did yesterday such as “I went to the mall.” The rest of the people at the table then have to ask that person one more question such as “Who did you go with?”; “How did you get there?”; “What time did you go?” or “Did you buy anything?”. The objective of this warm‐up is to get the students to practice simple statement that they would use on a daily basis in their second language. It also works well in reducing the anxiety of speaking in class because each person is only saying one statement, and it is only to the people in their group, not the entire class. While this is going on the teacher would be circulating the room and asking some of the students a possible additional question or simply just listening in to hear the quality of their language. Finally, the great thing about his activity is that it can be used at just about any level. Lower level learners might read their initial statements which they have prepared before-hand, and common questions could be posted in front of the class and only require simple (possibly even one word) responses. 
