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1. Language Level
-B1 Level of Proficiency in English (aka. Intermediate, Level 2)
2. Target Group
-ESL (English As A Second Language) Class of High School Students

3. Theme/Topic
-“Celebrities”
*Note:  This theme will be carried over from the previous class. 
4. Objectives
Communicative/experiential
-Students will identify celebrities by skim reading short biographies.

Language
-Students will identify and use language structures specific to biographies (e.g., He/She was born on…in…; He/She is famous for…; His/Her accomplishments include…)
-Students will identify and use the third person simple present (e.g., is, has, lives) and simple past (was, won, included, died) as used in biographies. 
5. Multiple Intelligences
Verbal/Linguistic – Pre-activity: Students will share their ideas aloud, with the class.
Visual – Activity: Students will refer to celebrity photos in their celebrity matching 

  exercise.
Intrapersonal – Activity: Students will complete the celebrity matching activity as an 



individualized learning activity.
 
Interpersonal – Post-activity: Students will work together with a partner to write a                  



celebrity bio.

6. Teaching Techniques
Graphic Organizer – Pre-activity: Students will refer to the diagram on the front board    


         (please see attached) so as to organize their thoughts in preparation

                          
         for the main activity. 
Cooperative Learning – Post-activity: Students (in dyads) will assist one another in




writing their celebrity bios.
Writing – Post-activity: Students will be asked to write out their bios with as few spelling


   and grammatical errors as possible.  
Individualized Learning – Activity: Students will skim read the provided bios silently to 





    themselves.
7. Language Skills

Main Skill:  Reading (Specifically Skim Reading)
Supporting Skills:  Speaking & Writing

8. Pre-activity
*Preparation:  The ESL teacher will draw a large scale version of a “Know, Think I Know, Want to Know” chart on the front board (please see attached sample chart).  
1)  Students will brainstorm ideas that immediately come to mind when they think of the term “Celebrity”. [Contextualization]  
This will activate the students’ prior knowledge on this topic, as the “Celebrity” theme will have been carried over from the previous class. [Activating Prior Knowledge]

2) Students will then share their brainstormed ideas regarding what they “know” (and after this, what they “think they know”) aloud, so that the teacher may write them on the chart.  This will necessarily involve the skill of speaking. [Supporting Skill]

(Haley & Saphier. Activators; Hill & Flynn. Classroom Instruction That Works With English Language Learners)

*NOTE:  The “Know, Think I Know, Want to Know” brainstorming activator acts as an effective precursor to a reading activity, in that it engages students’ thinking about the topic at hand.  Not only does such an activator contextualize the activity to follow, it also creates anticipation within the students by providing them with a “teaser”, a “glimpse” into what the main activity might be. [Anticipation] 
(Kristmanson, Nov. 12th, 2009; Betts, 2009) 

3) Students will then personalize the activity by informing the teacher, and the class, of things they “want to know” about celebrities.  The teacher will then write this information in the appropriate portion of the chart. [Personalization]
9. Activity:  “Celebrity Matching!” – Activity Instructions For The ESL Teacher 
*Preparation: More detailed step by step instructions for the teacher to follow in preparing this activity are available in Appendix A of this lesson plan.
Main Experiential and Language Learning 
1) The teacher reads the activity instructions aloud (instructions provided on the sample activity handout, as well as in Appendix A), and then informally assesses student understanding by asking if there are any questions, and by quickly scanning faces for possible states of confusion. 
2) The teacher then informs the students of how many minutes they have to complete the activity (presumably less than 10 minutes, so as to necessitate skimming), and when the minute hand on his/her watch (or on a class clock) reaches zero, tells the class to “begin”. 
3) When time is up, the teacher asks the students to put down their pens or pencils and stop working on the activity.

4) The teacher then collects the handouts.

5) When time permits, the teacher reviews the students’ work and decides whether student scores will be recorded as formal, summative assessment marks, or whether they will simply serve as informal, formative assessments of the students’ present reading levels. 
10.  Post-activity

-Students will be asked to partner up with their neighbor, and to move their desks together in pairs.

-Students will then be encouraged to reflect upon the activity together with their partner, and to use what they have learned to try and conjure up a bio for a celebrity of their choice. [Reflection, Reinvestment, & Application]

-The teacher will encourage the students to write in the third person, and to pay close attention to their use of verb tense.  The students may use the bios provided as models of how to properly use the third person simple present and the simple past - *There will be extra, blank copies of the matching handout available for the students to refer to. [Application, Main Skill of Reading & Supporting Skill of Writing] 

-One bio for each pair of students is to be written out and handed in. [Supporting Skill of Writing] 
-Before the end of class, the teacher may challenge the students to think of some other instances or situations in which they could use the language structures and verb tenses of these bios.  They may share their ideas with the class [Extension, Enrichment, &Supporting Skill of Speaking]

11.  Assessment
-As noted in the main activity, the teacher will be consistently conducting informal assessment of understanding by scanning the students’ faces for any indication of confusion (visible by way of facial expressions)

-After class, the teacher may review the work handed in to determine whether it should serve as formative assessment or as summative assessment for marks.  Certainly, a brief look over the activity and post-activity sheets handed in would indicate if more instruction is necessary in order to meet the objectives of this particular lesson; and conversely, a glance through may reveal that students have really understood the lesson, and that perhaps this work should provide a means of formal, summative evaluation.

-During assessment, special attention should be paid on student input which is directly related to the objectives of the lesson.  For example, did students demonstrate the ability to skim read efficiently within the allotted time so as to successfully complete the matching activity?  Or with regards to the post-activity, did students use the correct verb tenses in their written bios?  And so on.  
SAMPLE ACTIVITY HANDOUT

CELEBRITY MATCHING!

A “celebrity” is a famous person.  Sometimes, a celebrity is also called a “star”.  It could be someone who is on television, an actor in movies, a supermodel, a famous singer, a “rock star”, a famous athlete, a famous politician, or even someone who is none of these things but has paid the right people a lot of money to make them famous! 

Instructions:  Match the name to the description! Write the number of the celebrity beside the matching paragraph!

1)  Britney Spears

2)  Michael Jackson

3) Barrack Obama

4) Brad Pitt

5) Madonna

6) Paris Hilton

__ This man is called “The King of Pop”.  He was born in Gary, Indiana, in 1958.  He grew up singing and performing with his 9 brothers and sisters.  His solo album, Thriller, sold more copies than any other album in history.  He is also famous for dramatically altering his appearance.  He sold about 500 million albums before he died on June 25th, 2009.

__ This woman has sold over 200 million records worldwide.  She was born in Michigan, USA, and moved to New York City in 1977 to be a dancer.  She also became a singer and an actress.  She turned 50 years old in 2008.

__ This man became the first black president of America.  He was elected on November 4th, 2008.

__ This young American woman was born in 1981, in Mississippi, but grew up in Louisiana.  She started her career in entertainment on the Disney Chanel, acting and singing with The Mickey Mouse Club.  Her first solo album, …Baby One More Time, was released in 1999, and it debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard charts.
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APPENDIX A

Main Activity Preparation Instructions For The ESL Teacher

1) In preparing the “Celebrity Matching” activity handout for the students, the ESL teacher types out some very clear and simple instructions for the activity.  Something similar to the following would suffice:


*Match the name to the description! -Write the number of the celebrity beside the matching paragraph! 

This can be done in Microsoft Word or in any similar program from which quizzes and class activities can be printed off and photocopied. (Betts, 2009)

2) The teacher then lists numbers 1 to 6 on his/her electronic page.

3) Beside each number, the ESL teacher inputs the name of a celebrity.  These celebrities should be people with whom high school students are familiar, hence the teacher must use his/her best judgment in determining which celebrities are appropriate.  The educator must also be mindful of any international students in the class who may not be familiar with the same North American celebrities as the rest of the class.  Therefore, the teacher is advised to select only the most internationally famous of celebrities…in other words, only the “most world famous of the most world famous”.  But again, age-appropriateness is crucial. (Betts, 2009)

The resultant list should comprise of six names of celebrities, each corresponding to a number. Two of these names will be distracters, and the other four will correspond with concise biographies written below the list, by the teacher.  

4) The teacher briefly researches four of the six celebrities, derives significant facts about them, and formulates short biographies for them, all of which follow a similar format (so as to better facilitate the language goals for the lesson).  In front of each ‘mini-bio’, the teacher inputs a small line upon which the students will write the corresponding number of the appropriate celebrity.  The bios should be no more than a few sentences long and should consist of information which provides obvious clues as to who the celebrity is.  It is ESSENTIAL that the language used in the bios is readable and comprehensible for the particular reading level of the class.  Understandably, the ESL teacher may desire that the language used be reasonably challenging, however it should not be trying to the point of being incomprehensible, rendering the students frustrated and discouraged.  The teacher should be realistic in his/her expectations of reading ability and understandability, and must be perpetually mindful of the affective factors influencing ESL learners.  The language used must comply with the teacher’s understanding of what is appropriate for ESL learners at a B1 reading level. (Horwitz, pp. 7-9, & 239, 2007; Kristmanson, 2009)

5) Six photos of the celebrities chosen may then be selected from the internet (with copyright matters in mind, of course).  These photos should be among the most recognizable photos of the six chosen celebrities, so as to avoid possible confusion and misidentification for the students.  These photos may be included with the handout.  However, if the photos are large, or if paper is a scarce commodity, they may be printed off and taped to the chalkboard in the classroom. (Betts, 2009)

6) The educator then saves his/her work and prints off a master copy of the handout.

7) The handout is then photocopied.  The teacher makes sure that enough photo copies of the handout are made to accommodate the number of ESL students in the class, as well as several extras to have on hand for the post-activity.

APPENDIX B
FULFILLMENT OF C.E.F.R. READING COMPONENTS

The C.E.F.R. (Common European Framework of Reference) indicates that by Level B1, ESL learners should be able to fulfill specific “Can do” components of reading.  The “Celebrity Matching” activity requires that students fulfill most of these components.  For example, this activity requires that students “can skim short texts and find relevant facts and information” (C.E.F.R. for Reading Level B1).  This is especially true when the teacher only allows a few minutes to complete the activity, necessitating the need to “skim” the biographies.  This activity may also require that students “[can] guess the meaning of single unknown words from the context…” (C.E.F.R. for Reading Level B1).  For example, if students gleaned from the first bio on this particular activity handout (see attached) that Michael Jackson was the celebrity being accounted for, they could in all likelihood discern the meaning of potentially unfamiliar words like “dramatically”, “altering”, or “appearance”. (Betts, 2009; Kristmanson, 2009)
